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organised on the basis of taking Ireland as a unit:
the Moderator of their General Assembly, who is
chosen yearly, was not long ago selected from Galway.
But this denomination is overwhelmingly concentrated
in the Six Counties, in which it considerably outnumbers
the Church of Ireland; whereas in the Free State,
Church of Ireland members make nearly nine-tenths of
the Protestant people.
Presbyterianism in Ireland dates from the Ulster
Plantation, and it has kept a strong Scottish tinge.
In the eighteenth century its adherents were naturally
opposed to a system of government which put them
under civil disabilities, and Wolfe Tone found in the
North of Ireland the germ of his movement. Broadly,
up till then Presbyterianism inclined to Liberalism
and Liberalism inclined to give equal rights to all
citizens. When, after the recall of Fitzwilliam in
1795, and the defeat of Liberalising policy, a physical
force movement replaced the constitutional one,
Presbyterianism was divided: the most popular
heroes and martyrs of the Northern rising were William
Orr and Henry Joy M'Cracken, young Presbyterian
farmers. But the events of the Wexford rebellion
terrified many Protestants into accepting whatever
seemed to give them most security. Castlereagh, who
was originally a Presbyterian, took pains after the
Union to conciliate Presbyterianism by increasing the
Regium Donum, their endowment from the State.
But Liberalism and Castiereagh did not see eye to
eye, and there remained in the Presbyterian body a
very strong element of Liberal opinion. Its leading
champion was Henry Montgomery, pastor of Dun-
murry, between Belfast and Lisburn, child of a house-
hold whose home and property had been destroyed
by Orange yeomen after the battle of Antrim; and
he signalised himself by appearing side by side with
the ^ Catholic Bishop in support of Catholic Emanci-
pation. Yet the opposite side found a champion in
Henry Cooke, who in 1827 was already noted for his

